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EUROPEAN ECONOMIC SENATE 
 

Newsletter 02/2013 

Dear Senators! 

A study published by the BBC on May 22nd 2013 shows that Germany enjoys the 

most prestigious reputation among the nations of the world. The project is a CSR 
entrepreneur’s initiative of Kastner AG from Bavaria. The aim is to promote European 
solidarity and cohesion, to support the crisis countries within Europe and to fill in the 
lack of non-skilled workers in the German economy. 

Since the end of 2011 the EU institutions have agreed that starting from the 1st of 
February 2014 all monetary transactions in the EU must be handled according to the 
SEPA standards. The conventional bank account and the bank code number will be 
substituted by the IBAN (International Bank Account Number) and the BIC (Bank 

Identifier Code). Corporates must prepare themselves in time not to have problems.  

The European e-Business Support Network for SMEs (eBSN), established by the 
European Commission, aims to encourage SMEs to look into the innovative potential of 
information and communication technologies (ICT) and e-Business. 

In 2011 nearly 115 million pirated and counterfeit products were discovered by 
customs authorities. In order to protect EU markets and consumers, the EU and 
customs authorities have to prevent such goods entering. On Tuesday 11 June MEPs 
voted in favour of new proposal, brought forward by German MEP Jürgen Creutzmann 

(ALDE) to better enforce and implement customs regulations. 

We hope that the provided information will enable you to reach your daily decisions in 
an even more appropriate way based on useful information.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr. Ingo Friedrich    Michael Jaeger    Wolfgang Franken 
President    Managing Director   Secretary General 
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The “Europabrücke” (European Bridge): European solidarity to promote 

competition and to handle the crisis within the European Union 
 
 

 
 
A study published by the BBC on May 22nd 2013 shows that Germany enjoys the most 
prestigious reputation among the nations of the world. 
 

Although the national government is pointed out by the European Union of having an 
uncompromising austerity, Germany still stands at the top front when compared to 
other countries around the world. Especially German companies have largely 
contributed to this reputation. To maintain this reputation in the future, German 
companies must keep bringing innovative projects, work along with transnational 
initiatives and contribute to the development of European competitiveness. 
 
One of these projects is the "Europabrücke” (European Bridge), which can reaffirm the 
German reputation in the future and also complies with current EU policies. 
 
The project is a CSR entrepreneur’s initiative of Kastner AG from Bavaria. The project 
offers qualified professionals from EU countries with high level of unemployment, the 
so-called "crisis countries", to work in German companies. The aim is to promote 
European solidarity and cohesion, to support the crisis countries within Europe and to 
fill in the lack of non-skilled workers in the German economy. Thus, the mobility of 
workers is increased in the EU and language barriers can be overcome. 
 

The project is still in its start-up phase. But it aims to establish itself on a transnational 
and permanent base. In its first phase, unemployed workers from Barcelona (Catalonia) 
will be transferred to Ingolstadt (Bavaria), where there is a high demand for qualified 
workers in many industries. In the future “Europabrücke” also aims to extend the 
project to other regions in Spain and Portugal as well as to other German federal states 
(Bundesländer). First test runs with Catalan heating engineers and electricians working 
in Bavaria have turned out to be very positive. 
 
In sum, all available job vacancies of the industries of the participating partners of 
“Europabrücke” in Bavaria will be published both in German and in Spanish. German 
companies that want to hire a Spanish employee will put the available vacancies at 
jobs@job-europa-bruecke.de. Qualified translators will then translate the job 

opportunities in Spanish on the following website: job-europe-bruecke.eu (German 
version), and on www.puenteEuropa.es (Spanish version). Both websites will be 
advertised at local media in Ingolstadt and Barcelona, Facebook and other social media. 
Additionally, for the services of bilingual entry and applications in Spain, recruitment 
and selection process, assistance to accompany the candidate and the organization of 
the German course, the interested companies should pay a fee of € 150 plus VAT per 
vacancy. 
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Following the recruitment process the Spanish candidates will be hired and follow a 
three-months intensive German course at the Goethe Institute in Barcelona.  
 
Afterwards the employer will 
assume the flight and travel 

costs to Germany and be 
responsible to find a reasonable 
accommodation for the 
employee.In addition, the 
"European Bridge" takes care of 
the integration of the employees 
once in Germany and creates a 
pleasant welcoming atmosphere. 

 

 
Furthermore, complementary German courses will take place in Bavaria and will be 

financially supported by German institutions as integration assistance. 
 
The "European Bridge" has been already highlighted and recognized by different local, 
national and European institutions and the project was presented at several events. The 
German Chamber of Commerce also supports the "European Bridge" and looks forward 
to its expansion. 
Initially, the project will focus on Spain, since the unemployment rates there are 
currently one of the highest in Europe. In this sense, “European bridge” sets an example 
of cohesion and hopes to hostile feelings from other European countries. Especially in 
times of crisis, European countries must support and stand up for each other. The 
"European Bridge" refers exactly to this purpose and shows that European 
competitiveness and growth are possible only within an united Europe. 
 
If you would like to offer job opportunities for German-Spanish speaking experts, please 
contact kastner@kastner.de. 
 

Back to Contents 

 
 

SEPA: Single Euro Payments Area 
 

Since the end of 2011 the EU institutions have 
agreed that starting from the 1st of February 2014 
all monetary transactions in the EU must be 
handled according to the SEPA standards.  

 

The conventional bank account and the bank code 
number will be substituted by the IBAN 

(International Bank Account Number) and the BIC 
(Bank Identifier Code).  

However, the BIC will be removed from domestic monetary transfers from February 
2014 and for money transfers within Europe by 2016.  

 

 

mailto:kastner@kastner.de
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Therefore, the 22-digit IBAN account number which is already used for international 
transfers will become the only standard, making the BIC codes disappear in a medium 
term perspective. All national systems can operate in parallel with justified reasons until 
2016. 

 

IBAN and BIC have been used so far only for transfers to foreign accounts. Its expansion 
to national entities is designed to simplify and harmonize the EU payment system and 
make monetary transfers, direct debits and card payments faster and cheaper. The 
SEPA system not only applies to the 27 EU member states, but also to the European 
Economic Area countries such as Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland, Monaco, 
Mayotte, Saint-Pierre and Miquelon. SEPA payments are only made in Euros. 
Transactions in other currencies will be performed as an international transfer out of 
the SEPA system. 

If you are properly prepared and adapted, the SEPA Direct Debit offers many advantages 
for consumers and businesses. 

 

For example, people living in Germany but working or studying abroad only need to 
have one bank account in their home country. Until now several bank accounts were 
necessary. Furthermore, the bank card (debit card) will be valid for Euro payments in all 
countries belonging to the SEPA-area. As a result, travelers will carry less cash and can 
save taxes at the same time.  

 

 

 

However, the Council of EU finance ministers affirmed on Tuesday, 05.14.2013, that the 
implementation of the Regulation on the Single Euro Payments Area should be executed 
very moderately. They are afraid that the migration of the Member States into the SEPA 
system, with few exceptions, is far from being completed. Especially small and medium-
sized companies do not know properly about the SEPA system and are not well enough 
prepared to handle it. 

 

Usually the parties involved start to implement the SEPA quite late, jeopardizing easy 
payments. Therefore, the Council usually calls the trader, the companies and the public 
authorities to "immediately take the necessary internal steps" to adapt to SEPA. The 
Member States will again be called until the summer of 2013 to clarify the SEPA system 
to the public, using all relevant media channels and communication campaigns. 

 

More information can be found on the website www.sepa-wissen.de (Checklist for SEPA-
introduction of the Research Institute Ibi) 

Back to Contents 
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European e-Business Support Network for SMEs: boosting e-Business for small and 

medium-sized enterprises 
 

The European e-Business Support Network for SMEs (eBSN), established by the 
European Commission, aims to encourage SMEs to look into the innovative potential of 
information and communication technologies (ICT) and e-Business. 

 

Especially small businesses have a limited understanding of ICT and their potential. 
They don not have the financial means for ICT investments and problems in recruiting 
ICT professionals. Fixed costs for technology implementation and maintenance tend to 
be relatively high for small companies. However, SMEs account for 99% of all European 
enterprises, contributing in many sectors up to 80% of all employment like within the 
textile, construction and furniture industry. 

 

Therefore, ICTs can have a significant potential for SMEs, by facilitating business 
networking, transfer of knowledge and access to international markets. 

 

The European e-Business Support Network for 
SMEs (eBSN) follows the high-level European 
political focus on the importance of ICT in boosting 
the overall competitiveness of the overall EU 
economy. It is designed to help decision-makers and 
public policy experts in the field of e-Business to 
share information and to examine strategic policy 
orientation. It is also a tool to make existing e-
business policies more consistent.  

The eBSN aims to foster co-operation and using synergies within the European e-
business policy community. Activities of the eBSN focus on networking and the 
exchange of good policy practice. More specifically, the objectives are: 

- To bring together decision makers in the fields of eBusiness, to share policy 
experiences, to elaborate strategic policy orientations and to coordinate actions;  

- To provide a platform for policy coordination, to organise special meetings of 
governmental eBusiness experts and to identify future challenges. 

- To provide a "one-stop shop" for information about regional, national and 
European initiatives and funding possibilities for SMEs; 

The eSBN involves more than 200 public policies or private-public partnerships from 30 
countries in Europe. It supports policy analysis and benchmarking, shapes policy 
trends and inspires new e-Business policies. 

 

The thematic priorities of the eBSN are the following: 

- Sector-specific approach: to identify which sectors are most promising for e-
business support measures, and whether sectoral policy initiatives are more 
efficient than others; 

- E-Business for micro-enterprises : discuss policies in this field and what should 
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be the way forward; 

- Improving e-business solutions for SMEs : review the specific needs of SMEs and 
identify good policy practices in helping SMEs to find appropriate solutions; 

- E-Invoicing and e-procurement : identify public policies and public-private 
partnerships that aim at further promoting the efficient usage of e-procurement 

and e-invoicing in SMEs. 

Europe needs to do more to exploit the role of ICTs as a motor for innovation, 
competitiveness and growth. Investment in ICT is recognised as a key factor for firms' 
competitiveness and for overall economic growth.  

More information is available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/ict/ebsn/index_en.htm 

Back to Contents 
 
 

Customs to get better tools to enforce intellectual property rights 

 

 
In 2011 nearly 115 million pirated and counterfeit products were discovered by customs 
authorities. In order to protect EU markets and consumers, the EU and customs 
authorities have to prevent such goods entering. On Tuesday 11 June MEPs voted in 
favour of new proposal, brought forward by German MEP Jürgen Creutzmann (ALDE) to 
better enforce and implement customs regulations. 
 

These new regulations set down clear rules on the destruction of illegal and dangerous 
products entering or transiting the EU, but do not change intellectual property 
protection rules nor do they concern non-commercial goods carried by people travelling. 
 
According to German Liberal Jürgen Creutzmann  customs officials are in a particularly 
good position to seize and destroy fake products before they are spread all over the EU. 
Thanks to this regulation, customs can do their job quicker and more effectively. 
 
Destruction of counterfeit goods 
 
A simplified procedure will lead to the destruction of counterfeit and pirated goods 
without a court order, provided that the copyright holder agrees and the importer does 

not object. People caught receiving small quantities of counterfeit goods (less than two 
kilos) by post would be given 10 days to consent to their destruction without having to 
pay for storage and destruction. 
 
Medicines in transit 
 
However, the European Parliament is concerned that the legitimate trade in generic  

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/ict/ebsn/index_en.htm
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drugs between non-EU countries could be hampered. Medicines may only be delayed or 
confiscated if there is substantial likelihood that they will end up on the EU market. 
 
More information is available at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130603STO11024/htm
l/Customs-to-get-better-tools-to-enforce-intellectual-property-rights 
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EES-Newsletter-Editorial Staff 

Ingo Friedrich, Michael Jäger, Wolfgang Franken, Walter Grupp,  

Lili Jassemi und Tobias Winkler 

 

Source: Publication of European Commission, own summary 
 

For Further Enquiries 
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