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EUROPEAN ECONOMIC SENATE 
 

Newsletter 03/2015 

Dear Senators! 

The European Union is negotiating a trade and investment deal with the US - the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership - or TTIP. As the negotiation process 
goes further, more stakeholders are getting involved like the European Parliament, 
business and trade unions, consumer, health and other public interest groups and the 
public. Once the final text is finished, European governments and MEPs will make the 

final decision. 

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) has significant potential 
for small and medium sized enterprises, according to a report released in Brussels on 
the 20th of April 2015. It presents the results of a survey of small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) carried out in 2014 on challenges they face when exporting to the 
United States. However, the survey also shows that that EU SMEs see challenges in 
exporting to the US market, many of which can be eased by a TTIP agreement that is 
ambitious and comprehensive and maintains our high standards of regulatory 

protection. 

On the 28th of April 2015 the European Commission set out a European Agenda on 
Security for the period 2015-2020 to support Member States' cooperation in tackling 
security threats and step up our common efforts in the fight against terrorism, 

organised crime and cybercrime. The Agenda sets out the concrete tools and measures 
which will be used in this joint work to ensure security and tackle these three most 
pressing threats more effectively. 

This EWS-Newsletter wants to give you a summary of these two important projects at 

European level. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr. Ingo Friedrich    Michael Jaeger    Wolfgang Franken 

President    Managing Director   Secretary General 
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1. The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership – a chance for Europe 

 

The European Union is negotiating a trade and investment deal with the US - the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership - or TTIP. 

In 2013 EU governments gave the EU Commission a mandate to negotiate the TTIP. As 

the negotiation process goes further, more stakeholders are getting involved like the 

European Parliament, business and trade unions, consumer, health and other public 

interest groups and the public. Once the final text is finished, European 

governments and MEPs will make the final decision. 

 

Summary of TTIP: 

 opening up the US to EU firms 

 helping cut red tape that firms face when exporting 

 setting new rules to make it easier and fairer to export, import and invest overseas. 

Current economic challenges in Europe: 

 kick-starting own European economy 

 responding to conflicts close to our borders 

 adapting to other, emerging economies outside Europe 

 maintaining influence in the wider world. 

Objectives of TTIP 

 generating jobs and growth across the EU 

 cutting prices of consumer goods and services offering consumers more choices 

 help EU to influence world trade rules 

 project European values globally. 
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Special concerns: 

 Products imported into the EU meet EU high standards that protect 

people's health and safety, and the environment 

 EU governments fully maintain their right to: adopt rules or laws to protect 

people and the environment, run public services however they wish 

>>back 

 

2. Commission report reveals that European SMEs will profit from the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) between the EU 

and the US 

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) has significant potential for 

small and medium sized enterprises, according to a report released in Brussels on the 

20th of April 2015. It presents the results of a survey of small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) carried out in 2014 on challenges they face when exporting to the 

United States. It also uses newly available data to look at the scale of exports by EU 

SMEs to the United States. The report was carried out of the Commission's ongoing 

sustainability impact assessment of the TTIP negotiations. It is a joint project of the 

European Commission's Directorate Generals for Trade and for Growth. 

Cecilia Malmström, European Commissioner for Trade said: "Small and medium-sized 

enterprises are the backbone of the European economy. These companies will channel the 

benefits of TTIP back to their local communities. That's why the EU and the US are 

working to deliver an ambitious agreement that meets their concerns. This report helps us 

do that, by pointing out the concrete obstacles and the problems that we have to solve. 

This is one of the issues to be discussed when our negotiators are meeting this week.” 

 

The report finds that SMEs are already big winners from transatlantic trade. 150,000 

SMEs exported to the United States in 2012, accounting for 28% of all EU exports there. 

SMEs in sectors linked to food, beverages & agriculture; clothing, textiles & leather; as 

well as chemicals had an above-average share of EU exports. However, the survey also 

shows that that EU SMEs see challenges in exporting to the US market, many of which 
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can be eased by a TTIP agreement that is ambitious and comprehensive and maintains 

our high standards of regulatory protection.  

 

Ignacio Garcia Bercero (L), Chief EU 

Negotiator for the Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP), and Dan 

Mullaney (R), Chief US Negotiator for the 

TTIP, give a press conference on February 6, 

2015 in Brussels (AFP Photo/John Thys)  

 

 

Issues raised: 

 Complying with technical rules and regulations for all goods, which is the most 

frequently cited issue; 

 Accessing information about what regulation applies to their product. Close to a 

third of the respondents were unable to identify the actual source (i.e. the US 

federal government of US states) of the regulatory issue they face.; 

 Being legally excluded from the market, as in many parts of public procurement; 

 Compliance with customs rules, which can become very costly and act as de facto 

trade barriers; 

 Differences in regulation between US states; 

In addition to these cross cutting issues, the SMEs who responded to the survey raised 

sector-specific matters. This was particularly the case for food, beverages and 

agricultural products, pharmaceuticals, textiles, machinery and electrical equipment. 

When it comes to services, difficulties related to the movement of people to provide 

services were the most highlighted issue. 

Many of the challenges faced by SMEs when exporting to the US market could be eased 

by a TTIP agreement. The regulatory part of TTIP is precisely one of the points on the 

agenda of the 9th round of negotiations on TTIP that starts today in New York City. EU 

and US negotiators will consolidate their work in all three pillars of the negotiations 

(market access, regulatory cooperation and rules) and various stakeholder events are 

scheduled for the next months to take into consideration all opinions. 
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Elżbieta Bieńkowska, Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 

and SMEs added: “SMEs stand to benefit most when we reduce non-tariff barriers and 

cut red tape. We are working on that in the EU Single Market and here we can see why it 

is so important to do the same thing in the TTIP negotiations.” 

>>back 

 

3. Commission takes steps to strengthen EU cooperation in the fight 

against terrorism, organised crime and cybercrime 

On the 28th of April 2015 the European Commission set out a European Agenda on 

Security for the period 2015-2020 to support Member States' cooperation in tackling 

security threats and step up our common efforts in the fight against terrorism, 

organised crime and cybercrime. The Agenda sets out the concrete tools and measures 

which will be used in this joint work to ensure security and tackle these three most 

pressing threats more effectively. In June 2014, the European Council called on the 

Commission to review the 2010 EU Internal Security Strategy, and to update it by mid-

2015. The December 2014 Justice & Home Affairs Council set out its priorities for 

renewing the strategy. 

The recent terrorist attacks on Europe's people and values were coordinated across 

borders, made the EU states work more closely to resist these threats. The responsibility 

for ensuring internal security is first and foremost with the Member States, but cross-

border challenges defy the capacity of individual countries to act alone and require EU 

support to build trust and facilitate cooperation, exchange of information and joint 

action. The EU has built a set of tools to help Member States' law enforcement agencies 

fight crime and terrorism. Success relies on effective cooperation between EU 

institutions and agencies and Member States and national authorities. The Agenda will 

enable a better use of these tools by allowing for better exchange of information and 

increased cooperation. 
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First Vice-President Frans Timmermans said: "Terrorism, 

organised crime, and cybercrime are complex and evolving 

security challenges that cross European borders. So it is time we 

Europeans work better and more closely together to make sure 

our citizens are safe. Through this shared EU agenda, we want 

to get national authorities to cooperate more effectively, in a 

spirit of mutual trust. Terrorists attack the democratic values we 

cherish. We will stand firm on fundamental rights and work to address the root causes of 

radicalisation, fostering a genuine culture of tolerance in our societies". 

 

Key Actions: 

 Countering radicalisation: the Commission will set up a Centre of Excellence to 

collect and disseminate expertise on anti-radicalisation, building upon the 

Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN), an EU-wide umbrella network launched 

in 2011. This will strengthen the exchange of experience among practitioners 

directly engaged in preventing radicalisation and violent extremism at local level. 

 Updating the Framework Decision on Terrorism: to provide a more coherent 

legal framework to deal with the foreign fighter phenomenon. This will allow for 

intensified cooperation with third countries on this issue. 

 Cutting the financing of criminals: cooperation between competent authorities 

in Europe (in particular national Financial Intelligence Units, which will be 

connected to EUROPOL) will be strengthened; the Commission will assess the 

necessity of new legislation to counter terrorist financing and improve 

confiscations of property derived from criminal activities. 

 Enhancing dialogues with the IT industry: in 2015, the Commission will 

launch an EU Forum with major IT companies to counter terrorist propaganda on 

the internet and in social mediaand to explore ways to address the concerns of 

law enforcement authorities on new encryption technologies. 

 Strengthening the legal framework on firearms to address the illegal 

trafficking and reactivation of weapons, to establish common standards, share 

more information and boost cooperation with third countries. 

 Reinforcing our tools to fight cybercrime: the priority is to identify ways to 

overcome obstacles to criminal investigations online, notably on issues of 

competent jurisdiction and rules on access to Internet-based evidence and 

information. 
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 Enhancing the capacities of Europol, including through the creation of a 

European Counter Terrorist Centre which will help the EU Agency to step up 

support for national law enforcement authorities' actions to tackle foreign 

terrorist fighters, terrorist financing, violent extremist content online, and illicit 

trafficking of firearms. 

 

Working differently: 

The new collaborative way of working in the Commission has allowed for a 

comprehensive approach to security, with the Agenda including measures across the 

full spectrum of policy sectors from justice and home affairs to financial affairs, 

transport and the environment. 

With Justice and Home Affairs policies now set on an equal with other EU policies, one 

of the Commission's main priorities will be the implementation of the full range of 

existing instruments which are available for exchanging information, police and judicial 

cooperation and training and research. A strong emphasis will also be put on delivering 

pending proposals, such as the EU Passenger Name Record Directive and the Data 

protection reform. 

>>back 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

EES-Newsletter-Editorial Staff 

Ingo Friedrich, Michael Jäger, Wolfgang Franken, Walter Grupp,  

Jens Karstens und Tobias Winkler 

 

Source: Publication of European Commission, own summary 
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