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A True European Bridge Builder 
 
EES appoints Franco Nero as Honorary Senator 
 
At the end of March 2025, the European Economic Senate (EES) welcomed an outstand-
ing personality, Italian actor Franco Nero, into its ranks as an honorary member. At the 
same time, the film project initiated by world-renowned star Franco Nero, based on the 
character of Parsifal from Richard Wagner's opera of the same name, was presented at 
the celebratory event held at the Hotel Elbresidenz in Bad Schandau in Saxon Switzer-
land. Nero plays a leading role in the film. The film is being produced by EWS member 
Pat Wind – together with Opera Totale by screenwriter Paolo Consorti. Many other major 
names from the international film and cinema scene are also involved in this film pro-
ject. The two companies are pursuing the goal of winning Parsifal at the 2027 Academy 
Awards. Filming will begin in mid-2026. 
 
"I am very proud to be a part of the European Economic Senate. I am often asked what cinema means 
to me. I see it as a big city where people of different skin colors and mentalities live in their own homes 
and follow their dreams. As long as they do that, they live. But cinema also means freedom to me. Be-
cause in countries where there is no freedom, there are no cinemas. Cinema has made it possible for 
me to travel to more than 100 countries. Everywhere I have dined with heads of state, but also with 
humble people like fishermen or farmers. And I tell you: It is much better to dine with humble people. 
Because they are wiser," said Franco Nero, commenting on his appointment as Honorary Senator of 
the EES at the presentation of the certificate on March 28, 2025, in Bad Schandau. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
"Throughout your career, you have built bridges by giving European culture a face. Because culture 
builds bridges. In doing so, you have fulfilled an important task throughout your life," said Pat Wind in 
his laudatory speech. "Today, we must ask ourselves what the future of Europe should look like. We 
Europeans have always learned from each other across generations. For me, this is the greatest value 
of our culture. As part of the younger generation, my personal hope is that we will succeed in learning 
from your generation—and thus connect people through their culture, through our historical European 
values, and through the beauty of Europe. And that is also the content of our Parsifal story: the quest 
of a young person for their sense of purpose, who relies on the support of a mentor—and finds it 

At the end of March 2025, the EES welcomed the Italian actor and global star Franco Nero, an icon of the European film 
and cinema scene, as an Honorary Senator. From right to left: Pat Wind, EES Senator and producer of the Parsifal film, 
EES President Dr. Ingo Friedrich, Franco Nero, EES Supervisory Board Chairman Rolf von Hohenhau, and Michael  
Jäger, EES Managing Director and President of the Taxpayers Association of Europe. 
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through him. I am very proud to be able to advance this film project together with you and to learn from 
you in the process." 
 
A work by Richard Wagner adapted for the modern age 
Parsifal – a modern heroic tale about tradition, devotion, and the pursuit of happiness. Carried by 
Wagner's musical history and the passion of Italian cuisine. A film that showcases the beauty of Euro-
pean culture – so says the presentation with which Franco Nero, Pat Wind, and Paolo Consorti are 
currently presenting their ambitious film project across Europe. 
 
The story centers on a young, talented man named Abel, who is destined to join the tradition of his 
wealthy family as an orchestral musician. But Abel doesn't want to become a musician and thus follow 
in the footsteps of many of his relatives. Instead, he wants to follow his passion and become a chef. 
Abel's grandmother owned a well-known restaurant in Bayreuth, Bavaria, but had given it up due to 
age. Abel wants to bring it back to life – with the former head chef, an Italian named Parsifal. He wants 
to learn from him and inherit the legacy of his culinary art. But Parsifal has returned to Italy, lives 
among the forgotten in Rome, and delights the homeless with his cooking skills. So, Abel embarks on 
a journey there, finds Parsifal, and through him, ultimately finds himself. He discovers his abilities and 
uses them for the benefit of his fellow human beings. 
 

 
 
The character of Parsifal will be played by Franco Nero. Pat Wind: "I don't think one has to say much 
about Franco Nero. But there's a quote from the producer of the Spaghetti Western Django: Franco 
isn't someone who minces words. His eyes alone are so eloquent that they captivate everyone. With 
your global career, I believe you are the perfect symbol for Parsifal. And you're not someone who 
looks back on your long career complacently. Rather, you, too, are passing on your legacy to the 
younger generation working on this film production." 
 
Powerful partnerships secured 
Preparations for the Parsifal film project are in full swing. "Since the first presentation of our film pro-
ject at the EES Economic Talks in Trieste nine months ago, an incredible amount has happened – 
thanks in part to the support of our Senate. No matter where we go – our project is being met with 
open arms," said a delighted Pat Wind. This made it possible to involve many major figures from the 
international film and cinema scene in the project, who have also contributed significantly to its financ-
ing. Some have even already invested in follow-up projects that will result from the Parsifal film. It has 
already been confirmed that there will also be a Parsifal musical, the premiere of which will take place 
at the Festspielhaus in Füssen. Parsifal is conceived as a Gesamtkunstwerk (total work of art). 
 
"We have already secured distribution in key regions around the world, including in the US and Eu-
rope, with partners who are among the leading streaming services in their respective regions. This will 
send a loud voice to the world for European values and European culture," said Pat Wind, who 
founded the Burnout Network with his aunt Ulrike Ditz in 2015. Through this venture, both were 
elected to the EES as Senate members that same year. 
 
Creative Producer Alex Werner visited the future filming locations of Bamberg, Bayreuth, Rome, and 
Trieste on his own initiative to familiarize himself with them in detail. The filmmakers aimed to make 
filming as authentic as possible. The project has already been presented in several European cities. 

Alex Werner, Creative Producer of 
the Parsifal film. He took the initia-
tive to visit the future filming loca-
tions and familiarize himself with 
them in detail. 
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One of the stops so far has been the Leipzig Book Fair, where the accompanying book "Peace Comes 
from the Center - The Parsifal Syndrome," published by Basic Erfolgsmanagement, was presented. 
The authors of this book include Franco Nero, Pat Wind, and Marion Schneider. She and her husband 
own the Hotel Elbresidenz in Bad Schandau, where the EES event took place. 
 

 
 
Nothing is impossible 
"I want our Parsifal film to be a beacon for European culture and European values. Parsifal should in-
spire every single young person – and perhaps even the older generation – that nothing is impossible. 
That everyone has the chance to raise their skills to a masterful level and thus make the world a more 
beautiful place," said Pat Wind, expressing his thoughts on the Parsifal film. 
 
Ultimately, Parsifal goes back to the legend of the Holy Grail, that is, Jesus Christ, who used his pow-
ers to heal people. "In a biblical sense, this is essentially the task of all of us. If we were created in the 
image of God, based on Christian values, then we are all creators. And if we were excluded from para-
dise because of the fall of Adam and Eve, then God's hope is that we, with our abilities, create our 
own paradise and draw our happiness from it. That is precisely what Parsifal embodies," says the pro-
ducer. 
 
The film has the potential to win Oscars, and he is deeply convinced of this. "In my opinion, Franco 
Nero deserves exactly that for his life's work. Especially because he takes on the role of a mentor in 
this film project, thereby building a bridge between the younger generation, embodied by many of the 
filmmakers, and his older generation." 
 
The EES has always been committed to Europe's economic prosperity. Franco Nero was born in San 
Prospero near Parma, Italy, which means "prosperity." These are all reasons why the Italian world star 
and European bridge builder is a perfect fit as a member of the EES. 
 
Pat Wind: "What we have achieved in the past few months is only possible with the best of the best on 
our side. And we have that. For me personally, this film is a key to preserving European values. The 
generation of Franco Nero, Rolf von Hohenhaus, and Ingo Friedrich created a new world from the ru-
ins of Europe and did everything they could to rebuild its beauty. And today we are once again in a sit-
uation where war is knocking on the door. I am convinced that we can avert it – if my young genera-
tion can count on your support once again. Then, together, we have the chance to create an even 
more beautiful world. A world out there awaits us that even more fully embodies what you have strived 
for all your lives. A world worth living in, with our values and our culture, of which we can be proud – 
and which is the envy of the world." 
 
 
 
 

Pat Wind, EES Senator and producer of 
the Parsifal film: "Europe has three great 
heroes: Odysseus, Parsifal, and Beowulf 
from the Nordic countries. Parsifal is the 
second most famous hero in European 
history. And he stands for self-realiza-
tion, personal development, and above 
all, the meaning of life." 
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Two more new Senate members 
In addition to Franco Nero and Marion Schneider, the EWS welcomed Alexandra Pethke as a senator. 
She is a representative of the Money Masters Academy. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Johannes Maruschzik 
Representative of the European Economic Senate (EES) 
j.maruschzik@eu-wirtschaftssenat.eu 
Mobil +49 151 1955 7472 
 
In cooperation with 
Glasshouse – Studies on a New Economy 

In addition to Franco Nero, the EES in Bad Schandau welcomed two other new senators: Marion Schneider, 
Toskanaworld AG and owner of the Hotel Elbresidenz in Bad Schandau (pictured above), and Alexandra Pethke, fresh 
air GmbH and representative of the Money Masters Academy (pictured below). 
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